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Six Months on the Road: Smokestack Returns to Colorado


In the six months since its last Colorado tour, Midwest jam band Smokestack as put 25,000 miles under its collective feet, traveling the Midwest, East Coast and Canada.  The Smokestack armada – a rapidly-aging Kia and a sturdy GMC extended cab pickup – has played more than 100 gigs in 25 cities, 12 states and Ontario.


The band has built up a solid following and a reputation for superb musicianship, creative song writing and distinctive energy appreciated by its fans, many of whom follow the quartet from gig to gig.


Smokestack’s summer season ended with its creation and hosting of the first Shoreline Music Festival.  The weekend event drew fans from across the Great Lakes state to the shore of Lake Michigan for music from Smokestack, four guest bands and  six acoustic acts performing more than 10 hours on two stages.  On tour, Smokestack has shared the stage with Railroad Earth, Dark Star Orchestra, Keller Williams, Ekoostic Hookah and Jazz Mandolin Project.


Michigan-based Smokestack returns to Colorado in December, with dates scheduled in Aspen, Carbondale, Telluride, Keystone, Nederland, Fort Collins, Colorado Springs, Denver and Evergreen.

(more)
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“Our Summer ‘02 tour -- the first time we played Colorado – was great, with many new fans following us across the state from show to show,” said James Sibley, Evergreen native, and Smokestack keyboardist and vocalist.  “We’re looking forward to another high-country tour, and once again seeing our Colorado fans.”


Smokestack’s live performances, and its first CD, “It’s Coming Down,” have caught the attention of both the mainstream press and the Internet jam band media.

“For the past month, the band’s debut album ‘It’s Coming Down’ has not left our CD player.  It’s a highly addictive album showcasing the band’s musicianship, and ability to deliver a good song.  It’s a rare treat to hear a band that gets classified in the jamband genre to be mature songwriters at such a young age in the band’s history.”

                                                                                                    LiveMusicBeth.com

                                                                                                    Burlington, Vt.

“The quality of playing blew me away.  All four guys were stars, but that keyboard player is a superstar. Very Hornsby in his writing and singing, very Madeski with his jams. I have had the CD for a few months, and being a little familiar with the songs impressed me even more.”

                                                                                                    CanJam News









     Toronto, Canada 
“Eclectic is a goal towards which more and more bands are aspiring.  But Smokestack has turned this into an art form; their set lists are unpredictable and meticulously documented on their website.  They are all highly capable musicians and this paves the way for a performance that is constantly evolving and highly experimental.”

                                                                                                    The Northern Express

                                                                                                    Traverse City, Mich.
“Musically, Smokestack has much in common with the jazzier contemporary jam bands, especially String Cheese Incident and Phish.  The music is intensely eclectic, with elements of Latin, bebop, reggae, fusion and bluegrass.  The musicianship is at an extremely high level.”

                                                                                                    The Aspen Times

                                                                                                    Aspen, Colo.

(more)
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“These are people who have studied their instruments and it comes out in their performance.  They know what they are doing.  My advice is this: go see Smokestack while their tickets are still cheap.”

                                                                                                    RythmAndGroove.net

For more information, and music, visit Smokestack.org.  Tour dates and venues are attached.
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